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There's a reason “Are you ready to retire?” is the question that creates the most stress for people
heading into this stage of life.

Ready isn't a feeling. Ready is a checklist.

Most people get within a year of retirement before they realize how many small, important
things still haven't been settled. Not because they avoided them — but because nobody handed
them a list.

This is that list. Eight items I walk through with every pre-retiree client before we talk about
anything else. None of it is exotic. All of it is what separates a confident retirement from a
reactive one.

If you can check off all eight, you're in better shape than most. If three or four feel uncertain,
that's normal — and exactly what we're here to fix.

— Micah

“ Ready isn't a feeling.
Ready is a checklist.

M I C A H  B R O W N
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W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Ready is a checklist,
not a feeling.

Most pre-retirees know roughly what their portfolio is worth. Most can ballpark their Social
Security. Most have a general sense of what their monthly expenses look like.

That's a starting point — not a finish line.

The gap between “I think we're probably fine” and “we know we're ready” usually comes
down to a handful of specific things that haven't been put down on paper yet. Healthcare.
Tax strategy. Income sourcing. Estate basics. Spousal scenarios. Each one is small. Each one
is fixable. None of them are obvious until somebody asks.

This is the list of items I walk through with every client before they retire. The point isn't to
scare you out of retiring on time — it's to make sure that when you do retire, you don't
spend the first year wishing you'd handled a few things first.

Truth early is cheaper than stress late.

B E F O R E  Y O U  B E G I N

Mark each item honestly — Yes, Mostly, or Not yet. The “Not yets” are the entire point
of this exercise. That's the work to do before retirement starts. The Yeses you can keep
doing what you're already doing.
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T H E  E I G H T  I T E M S

Eight items to settle
before retirement starts.

01 Income sources mapped

02 Real cost of living

03 Healthcare bridge

04 Tax-aware withdrawal order

05 Sequence-risk plan

06 Spousal scenarios

07 Debt position

08 Estate basics current

The next two pages walk through each item with checkboxes you can mark as you go.
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I T E M S  1 - 4

01 Income sources mapped
Have I mapped every source of retirement income — Social Security, pension, annuities,
investment withdrawals — month by month, not just year by year?

Yes Mostly Not yet

02 Real cost of living
Do I know what my real monthly expenses look like, including the categories that change
in retirement (healthcare up, commuting down, travel maybe up, mortgage maybe gone)?

Yes Mostly Not yet

03 Healthcare bridge
Have I figured out how I'll cover health insurance from my retirement date until
Medicare, and what Medicare actually will and won't cover after that?

Yes Mostly Not yet

04 Tax-aware withdrawal order
Do I know which accounts I'll draw from, in which order — and how that affects what I
owe in taxes each year?

Yes Mostly Not yet
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I T E M S  5 - 8  &  N E X T  S T E P

05 Sequence-risk plan
If the market drops 30% in my first three years of retirement, do I know what my plan
does — and have I built any guardrails for it?

Yes Mostly Not yet

06 Spousal scenarios
Has my spouse been part of every conversation, and does the plan still work if either one
of us is gone first?

Yes Mostly Not yet

07 Debt position
Will I enter retirement with the debts I want to retire with — or are there mortgages,
loans, or credit balances I should clear first?

Yes Mostly Not yet

08 Estate basics current
Are my will, beneficiaries, healthcare directive, and power of attorney current — and does
my spouse know where to find them?

Yes Mostly Not yet

W H A T  T O  D O  N E X T

Want a second set of eyes on the “Not yets”?
Book a free 15-minute Retirement Income Clarity Call. Bring the items you weren't sure
about and we'll talk through what's actually worth tackling first. No pitch, no pressure —
just a clear read on where you stand.

→   legacyfinancialsolutions.co/clarity-call
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L E G A C Y  F I N A N C I A L  S O L U T I O N S

Protecting Today    •    Securing Tomorrow    •    Leaving a Legacy

I M P O R T A N T  D I S C L O S U R E S

Micah Brown is an insurance-licensed financial advisor doing business as Legacy Financial Solutions in Petoskey,
Michigan. Insurance products and services are offered only in states where Micah Brown is properly licensed. Currently
licensed in Michigan only.

This guide is for educational and informational purposes only. It is not investment advice, tax advice, or legal advice, and
should not be relied upon as such. Legacy Financial Solutions does not offer or sell securities, mutual funds, ETFs, or
other investment products.

All examples are hypothetical and for illustration only. They do not represent actual client results and should not be
considered a guarantee of future outcomes. Individual results will vary based on personal circumstances.

Insurance and annuity products are subject to the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Guarantees
referenced in this material refer to fixed insurance products only and are based on the financial strength of the issuing
carrier — not Legacy Financial Solutions.

Any decisions regarding insurance, annuity, retirement, or tax planning should be made in consultation with qualified,
licensed professionals familiar with your specific situation.
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